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SUMMARY 


July-December U.S. Seed Exports Show Little Change From Previous Year 


Exports of U.S. seeds for planting totaled $158.6 million during July - 
December, 1984, only $300,000 above July - December 1983. Forage seeds 
shipments were up substantially over the previous year, with a 20 percent 
increase to $35.3 million. Vegetable seed exports were down slightly, 
some 4 percent, to $66.8 million for the first half of the 1984-85 
marketing year. Flower seed sales were up one third, to $5.4 million. 
Corn seed exports decreased 45 percent to $15.4 million from last year's 
$28 million for the period ending December 31. Grain sorghum seed sales 
Showed a moderate 8 percent increase, to $12.1 million. 


Forage seed exports from July to December 1984 were up 20 percent from a 
year before, to $35.3 million. Alfalfa sales totaled $13.3 million, up 48 
percent from last year's $9 million. Total clover seed exports went down 
14 percent, to $2.6 million. Ryegrass seed exports also declined, from 
$4 million to $3.6 million. Other major forage seed export items were 
Kentucky bluegrass, fescue, bentgrass, and timothy, with sales of $2.5 
million, $2.4 million, $1.3 million, and $1.1 million, respectively. The 
largest markets for U.S. forage seeds were Mexico, with $6.1 million; 
Saudi Arabia, with $5.1 million; Japan, with $4.4 million; Canada, with 
$3.3 million; Italy, with $2.9 million; and Argentina, with $1.9 million. 
Notable among these countries was Saudi Arabia's increase, some 264 
percent above last year's $1.4 million. Shipments to the European 
Community were off 5 percent, to $7.1 million. 


Vegetable seed exports declined slightly to $66.8 million, from last year's 
$69.3 million. The largest individual market for U.S. vegetable seeds, 
Japan, showed a slackening of purchases from $15.6 million to $12.8 
million. Mexico was the next largest buyer, grabbing $10.2 million, up 12 
percent from a year earlier. Exports to the European Community declined 
to $14.7 million, of which Italy, the Netherlands, and France were the 
largest markets, with $4.9 million, $3.7 million, and $2.6 million, 
respectively. Iraq had purchases of $4.1 million, down 31 percent from 
last year's $6 million. Canada bought $2.4 million, down only 3 percent 
from a year earlier. Radish seeds were the largest component of vegetable 
seed sales, accounting for $7.5 million, of which sales to Japan were $7.0 
million. Other major vegetable seed export items were pea, watermelon, 
bean, and onion, with sales of $5.9 million, $5.1 million, $5.0 million, 
and $4.8 million, respectively. 


Flower seed sales were up a healthy 33 percent from year earlier figures, 
to $5.4 million. The United Kingdom, France, and Canada were the major 
flower seed markets. Exports of corn seed (except sweet corn) slipped 
considerably to $15.4 million, from $28 million, or 45 percent. Exports 
to Mexico dropped 67 percent in this category, to $6.4 million. Other 
important buyers of corn were France, Chile, Italy, and Japan, with sales 
of $2.5 million, $2.0 million, $1.4 million, and $1.2 million, 
respectively. Sales to the European Community went up 105 percent to $4.1 
million, mostly from increased sales to France. 
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Grain sorghum seed shipments at calendar year end totaled $12.1 million, up 8 
percent from the same period last year. Major markets were Venezuela, with 
$4.5 million, and Mexico, with $3.3 million. Soybean seed sales were up 
sharply to $4 million from last year's $1.1 million. Nigeria and Canada 
counted for the greatest share of the increase, with $2.6 million and $0.8 
million in purchases, respectively. Sugar beet sales were off 60 percent, 
down to $1.0 million from $2.6 million a year ago. 


For the July to December 1984 period, Mexico was the largest market for U.S. 
seeds, with $28 million in sales. This figure is down 26 percent from the 
1983 figure of $37.8 million. Shipments to Japan had a value of $20.9 
million, also down from last year's figures of $23.3 million. Other top 
markets for American seed exports include Italy, Saudi Arabia, Canada, the 
Netherlands, France, and Venezuela. 
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